Amendments to the Claims: 



Please amend claims 1 to 20 as set forth hereinafter, please cancel claim 2. 

Listing of Claims : 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 

1 . (Currently Amended) A vascular endothelial growth factor (VEGF) variant, 
comprising an amino acid sequence, wherein said sequence is the amino acid 
sequence of the native vascular endothelial growth factor in which at least one 
amino acid at positions 109 to 1 12 of the native vascular endothelial growth 
factor is replaced by another amino acid or is deleted , wherein said at least one 
amino acid in the sequence of the native vascular endothelial growth factor at 
positions 109 to 1 12 is replaced bv proline . 

2. (Cancelled) 

3. (Currently Amended) The VEGF variant according to claim 2 1, wherein at least 
one further amino acid at one of the positions 109 to 1 12 is replaced or is 
deleted. 

4. (Previously Presented) The VEGF variant according to claim 1 , wherein an 
alanine at position 1 1 1 of the native vascular endothelial growth factor is 
replaced by proline. 
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5. (Previously Presented) The VEGF variant according to claim 4, wherein an 
arginine at position 1 10 of the native vascular endothelial growth factor is 
replaced by another amino acid. 

6. (Previously Presented) The VEGF variant according to claim 1 , wherein an 
arginine at position 1 1 0 of the native vascular endothelial growth factor is 
replaced by proline. 

7. (Previously Presented) The VEGF variant according to claim 6, wherein an 
alanine at position 1 1 1 of the native vascular endothelial growth factor is 
replaced by another amino acid. 

8. (Canceled) 

9. (Previously Presented) The VEGF variant according to claim 1 , wherein the 
VEGF variant is in the form of any of the splice variants VEGF121, VEGF145, 
VEGF165, VEGF183, VEGF189 or VEGF206. 

10. (Previously Presented) The VEGF165 variant according to claim 9, wherein the 
VEGF165 variant has one of the amino acid sequences 

Seq. ID No. 1: 
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Ma Pm Mfet Ma mm m Gly Gly Gin Asn His His (Sto Val Val 
Lys l^hfe i!^ Val Tyr Sin Arp Ser Tyr Gys His Pro He Glu 
thj- ieu mi ^ %\& ^In Gtu Tyr Pro Asp Gfu He Glu Tyr 
Lys Pm Gys Val pro Leu Met Arg Cys Gly G5y Cys 

mo Asp ©Ty Leu Gtu Cys Val Pro Thr Glu Glu Ser Asn 
He Ttir- Wet mm ile A«f He Lys Pro His Gin Gly Gin His 
ite Siy GftJ Met Ser Pile Lew tSfe f% A^ Lys Cys Glu Cys Afg 
Pm L^ Ly? Asp Ars l»m Arg <^ Gfa Pro Cys Gly Pro Cys 

Gto Arg Aig Lys Hfs tiai Phe Val Gin Asp Pro Gin Ttir Cys 
Lys €fs met Cys Lys jten thr A^ S?r APg Cys Lys Ala Arg Gin 
um G!u Leu Asn ^ki Arg Thr Cys Arf C^s Pm Pro ^^9 

or Seq. ID No. 2: 

Ala pwi Met Ala eiu Ely Sty Gly Gat Asn His His Glu Val V^l 
Lys Phe Hdt Asp Val Tyr Qn ^ Ster Tyr Cys His Prj Be Glu 
Thr Leu Val Ai^ He Phe 43Sn Gtu Tyr Pro Asp GUi Ife G3u Tyr 
lie Ptte Lys Pro Ser Cys Val Pro teu Hiet Arg Gys ^ Gly Cys 
Ofs Asm fim Glu i^tt tUti Val Pro Thr Glu Glu Ser Asn 
tie the Met Gin Ife l«tet Afg He Lys Pro His Glii Gly Gin His 
lie Gly Glu Met Ser Phe teu Gin His Asai^ Lys Cys GIU Gys Ang 
Pro Lys Alii tygs Pro Gin Glu Ji^n Pro Cys Gly Pro Gy* 
Ser ©hi Aig Arg 1^ Hfe Leu Phe V5ai Asp Pro Thr Cys 
Lys cys fer cys Asn Thr A^ Ser Ai^ Cys Lys jm Arg Gin 
Leu eiu teu Asn ^u Ajsg T!hr Cys Ajp C^s Aisp Lys Pro Arg Arg . 

1 1 . (Previously Presented) The VEGF variant according to claim 1 , wherein the 
amino acid chain is modified or derivatized and/or comprises mutations, 
insertions and/or deletions and/or has a signal sequence. 
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12. (Currently Amended) The VEGF variant according to claim 1 1 , wherein the signal 
sequence is connected N-terminally to the amino acid chain of the VEGF variant 
and has the sequence of Seq. ID No. 3: 

Met Asn Phe Leu Leu Ser Trp Sef Val His Trp Ser Leu Ala Leu 
Leu Leu Tyr Leu His His Ala Lys Trp Ser Gin Ala. 

13. (Previously Presented) A nucleic acid encoding the VEGF variant of claim 1 . 

14. (Previously Presented) Vectors comprising nucleic acids according to claim 13 
for expression of said VEGF variant. 

15. (Previously Presented) A medicament comprising VEGF variants according to 
claim 1 . 

16. (Canceled) 

17. (Withdrawn) A method for treating chronic wounds comprising administering to a 
patient in need thereof an effective amount of the VEGF variant of claim 1 . 

1 8. (Withdrawn) A method for treating a condition induced by a vascular lesion 
comprising administering to a patient in need thereof an effective amount of the 
VEGF variant of claim 1 , wherein said condition is chronic venous insufficiency 
(CVI), primary/secondary lymphoedema, arterial occlusive disease, a metabolic 
disorder, a chronic inflammatory disorder, a perforating dermatosis, a 
haematological primary disorder, sickle-cell anaemia and polycythemia vera, or a 
tumor. 
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19. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 18, wherein said metabolic disorder is diabetes 
mellitus, gout or decubitus ulcer, said chronic inflammatory disorder is pyoderma 
gangrenosum or vasculitis, said perforating dermatosis is diabetic necrobiosis 
lipoidica or granuloma annulare, said haematological primary disorder is a 
coagulation defect and said tumor is a primary cutaneous tumor or an ulcerative 
metastasis. 

20. (Withdrawn) A method for inhibiting plasmin, inducting neoangiogenesis, and/or 
inhibiting matrix degradation comprising administering to a patient in need thereof 
an effective amount of the VEGF variant of claim 1 . 
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